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When I looked out the window at the snow as I was meditating this morning, I was 
reminded of one of my favorite scriptures from Isaiah:  “As the rain and snow come 
down from heaven and water the earth and bring forth its fruit, furnishing seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall be My word that I am speaking:  it shall 
not return empty to Me; it shall accomplish My desire, it shall surely succeed for the 
matter for which I sent it.” (Is 55: 10, 11) 
 
As Joey Maloney spoke this week in morning prayer, his fasting theme scripture is:  
“Man shall not live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God.” (Matt 4:4) 
 
The Rhema Word that the pastors sense God is speaking for Sunday’s service and 
this season is: “Breakthrough.”   Whenever I hear “breakthrough,” I’m reminded of a 
phrase from a sermon thirty years ago about Genesis 38:  “Our God is the God of 
Perez, the God of Breakthrough.” 
 
If we put the Rhema in the first voice, we could hear God say:  “I am All Mighty, I am 
Lord, I am Savior, I am all-powerful, I am Jehovah Rophe, the God who heals, Jehovah 
Shalom, the God of your peace, and Jehovah Nissi, God of your victory, the One who 
leads you in triumphant procession over your enemies.  (2 Cor 2:14) I am the God of 
your salvation to the utmost—not just a ticket to heaven, but rather a key to the 
kingdom filled with the treasure of rich promises of My word...which shall not return 
void unto me.  Today is the day of salvation to the utmost.  Now is the acceptable time 
of My favor. (2 Cor 6:2)  I am the God of Perez, the God of your breakthrough.”  
 
As we know from Genesis 38, Perez was the son of Judah, one of the twins in 
Tamar’s womb, the pregnancy of a “difficult narrative.”  In birth, Zerah stuck his 
hand out first, but Perez pushed his way and was born first and got the rights and 
inheritance accorded to the first-born.  In fact, as first-born, it means he is part of 
the lineage of Jesus, because the Lion of Judah was from the line of Judah.  We know 
the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 is Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Perez...then 
Hezron, Ram and so forth to Jesus, God with us, in us, our Lord and Savior, the Hope 
of the World. 
 
Perez.  His name means breakthrough, breach, bursting forth.   
 
God, break through into our heart, and circumstances, and relationships.  Break 
through in our marriages and family relationships.  Break through in our church and 
our personal ministry.  Break through in our motivations, vocations, and finances.  
Break through in this city, nation, and world.  We entreat You to burst forth today! 
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The dictionary defines breakthrough as “a sudden, dramatic, and important 
discovery or development.” 
 
Lord, just like all the “suddenlys” in Scripture, please burst forth on our scene with an 
“important discovery”—we know that means revelation (and Your truth sets us free 
[John 8:32]), and an “important development” which we translate as “victory!” 
 
Breakthrough means “an instance of achieving success in a particular sphere or 
activity.”  
 
Lord, please grant us success wherever we go as we follow You.  Thank You, according 
to Your Word, You have assigned a sphere to each one of us (2 Cor 10:13), and we ask 
for great favor, influence, and blessing in that sphere—whether it be with family, 
friends, strangers, in school, in the marketplace, on the concert stage, in the 
neighborhood, we want to lay hold of that for which You laid hold of us (Phil 3:12).  If 
there are obstacles to achieving Your purposes in those spheres, may those obstacles 
be removed—whether through your supernatural intervention or by Your revelation 
that prompts our actions. 
 
One definition suggests “making an opening through constant hammering.” 
 
Lord, You invited us to ask and keep on asking, to constantly persevere in our seeking 
and knocking (Matt 7:7)..  For the promises You’ve spoken to us, no matter how many 
years or how many times we’ve asked before, we ask again today there would be the 
breach, the opening, through which the answer is delivered.  If revelation, repentance, 
humility, obedient action, boldness, or out-loud confession of faith is our partnership in 
bringing about the answer, please quicken that to our spirit. 
 
Finally, one other definition of Perez, of breakthrough is “causing an interruption in 
a pattern.”  
 
God, please interrupt and cause to cease and desist ungodly patterns--addictions, 
immorality, idolatry, prejudice, self-loathing, strongholds of unhealthy thinking, 
abusive speech, anger, pride, self-reliance.  God, please break through to help change 
us body, soul, and spirit, in thought, word, and deed.  We identify with the Apostle Paul 
when he said “I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out” (Rom 
7:18), but we also share his proclamation “thanks be to God who delivers me [so that I 
can carry out the desire to do good!] through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Rom 7:25)”   
 
May we experience breakthrough today!  Amen. 
 
------------ 
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In morning prayer this week in the Chapel, a fellow lay prostrate and could hear and 
feel the floor shake with the daily dynamite blast.  That reminded me of the Greek 
word “dunamis” related to our English words “dynamite” and “dynamic.”  Dunamis 
is used 120x in the New Testament and means power, mighty works, wonderful 
acts, miraculous manifestation, efficacy, energy, ability—the philosophical concept 
of potentiality and actuality. 
 
May God blast through our circumstances and bring about life-long godly 
transformation and amazing answers to prayers! 
 
----------- 
 
In morning prayer this week, Paul Olson conveyed a conversation with a homeless 
man who said “Low ain’t empty!”  If our gas tank is low, it ain’t empty.  If we’re just 
going through the motions and operating on fumes, the fact that we’re showing up is 
like the widow in 2 Kings 4 that Elisha meets and asks “What shall I do for you?”  
and “What do you have in your house?” The widow had one jar of oil and then 
borrowed some empty vessels, and then God poured His miracle into those empty 
jars! 
 
Our God is the God of all hope.  “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  
(Rom 15:13)  “A bruised reed God will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will 
not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.”  (Is 42:3) 
 
He will faithfully bring forth His promises.  His promises will breach, burst forth, 
and break through into our spheres, into our lives.  Yokes will be broken.  (Is 10:27)  
Nothing is too difficult for God.  (Jer 32:17)  He brings Hope.  When we come to the 
altar, His order of ministry is to have already set a table for us in advance with His 
antecedent Presence and Word, then He Loves on us, Forgives, Cleanses, grants us 
Peace, Refreshment, Hope, Wisdom, Faith, Anointing, and Release to our ministry 
with goodness and mercy following us. (Ps. 23) 
 
------------ 
 
O Magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt His name together.  (Ps: 34)  His name is 
Jehovah Nissi.  He is the God of our breakthrough and victory.  At the altar, we can 
authentically articulate our heart, our feelings, our struggles, our needs, our 
problems, but then let’s be quick to magnify Him and see how our perspective 
changes as we “turn our eyes upon Jesus and look full into His wonderful face, and 
watch how the things of earth grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and 
grace.” 
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PSALM 34 
 
1 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul shall make its boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be 
glad. 
3 O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
4 I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 They looked unto him, and were radiant: and their faces were not ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps round about them that fear him, and delivers 
them. 
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusts in him. 
9 O fear the LORD, you his saints: for there is no lack to them that fear him. 
10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not 
lack any good thing. 
11 Come, you children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
12 What man is he that desires life, and loves many days, that he may see good? 
13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry. 
16 The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of 
them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears, and delivers them out of all their 
troubles. 
18 The LORD is near unto them that are of a broken heart; and saves such as be of a 
contrite spirit. 
19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivers him out of them 
all. 
20 He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken. 
21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
22 The LORD redeems the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him 
shall be desolate. 
 
Our God is awesome!  May 2018 be our best year yet—individually and collectively! 
 
- Chris Norton 
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