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Thy Kingdom Come 2 
 

The Kingdom of God is a Flowing River 
 
 

 

I.  John 7: 37-39 (NKJV) 
 

37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom 
those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. 

 
 A.  Romans 14: 17 (NKJV) 
 

17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit. 

 
 B.  The Kingdom of God is a Flowing River 
 
 C.  Last Week 
 
  1.  The Kingdom of God is Power 

a.  Any gospel message that is not accompanied by power is an 
incomplete message. 

b.  The gospel (the good news of the kingdom) must be proclaimed 
(something must be said), but it must also be demonstrated 
(something must be shown). 

  2. There is power residing in the Kingdom of God by virtue of its nature. 
       (The King and His Kingdom are inseparable!) 
   a.  Power to heal broken hearts. 
   b.  Power to restore shattered souls. 
   c.  Power to heal physical defects. 
   d.  Power to cure sickness and disease. 
   e.  Power to comfort the mourning. 
  3.  Jesus’ life and ministries are examples of the kingdom and power. 
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  4.  Matthew 12: 28 (NKJV) 
        

     28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. 

 
a.  Remember the 3 messianic miracles:  the healing of a Jewish leper, the 

exorcism of a mute demon, and the healing of a man born blind. 
b.  The Kingdom of God and the Spirit of God are inseparable.  The work 

of the Holy Spirit is the work of the Kingdom of God. 
 
  5.  Titles diminish power. 
   a.  Pentecostal 
   b.  Charismatic 
   c.  God calls it the Kingdom of God. 
 
 
II.  John 7: 38 (NKJV) 
 

38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water.”  

 
 A.  “ . . . as the Scripture has said. . .” 
 

1.  There is no direct verse that says out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water. 

2.  Jesus says the Scripture says this, and if Jesus says this it is so.  Jesus is not a 
liar. 

 
 B.  Possible scriptural references – common in text commentaries 
 
  1.  Isaiah 12: 3   

     3Therefore with joy you will draw water 
    From the wells of salvation. 
2.  Isaiah 43: 20 

20The beast of the field will honor Me, 
The jackals and the ostriches, 
Because I give waters in the wilderness 
And rivers in the desert, 
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  3.  Isaiah 44: 3 
 3For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, 

And floods on the dry ground; 
I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, 
And My blessing on your offspring; 

4.  Isaiah 55: 1 
1Ho! Everyone who thirsts, 
Come to the waters; 
And you who have no money, 
Come, buy and eat. 
Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
Without money and without price. 

 
 C.  These are all good references, but I want to suggest something else to you 
 

1.   I would like to suggest that Jesus is referring to something else when He said 
“out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 

 
2.  1Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 
 
 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 

dwells in you? 
a.  You and I are the temples of God.  God does not well in temples made 

with man’s hands.  He dwells in you. 
 
  3.  1Corinthians 6: 19 (NKJV) 
 
 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
 
 
III.  Ezekiel 47: 1-12 (NKJV) 
 

1Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and there was water, flowing from 

under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east; 

the water was flowing from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He 

brought me out by way of the north gate, and led me around on the outside to the outer 

gateway that faces east; and there was water, running out on the right side. 
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3 And when the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one 

thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the water came up to 

my ankles. 4 Again he measured one thousand and brought me through the waters; the 

water came up to my knees. Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the 

water came up to my waist. 5 Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I 

could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in which one must swim, a river that 

could not be crossed. 6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought 

me and returned me to the bank of the river. 

7 When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many trees on one side and 

the other. 8 Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region, goes down into 

the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed. 9 And it shall 

be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very 

great multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and 

everything will live wherever the river goes. 10 It shall be that fishermen will stand by it from 

En Gedi to En Eglaim; they will be places for spreading their nets. Their fish will be of the 

same kinds as the fish of the Great Sea, exceedingly many. 11 But its swamps and marshes 

will not be healed; they will be given over to salt. 12 Along the bank of the river, on this side 

and that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit 

will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. 

Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.” 

 
 A.  #1 – The cross is the point at which the River of the Spirit begins (v. 1) 
 

 B.  #2 - The depth of the Spirit is a progressive work  (v. 2-5) 
 
  1.  The supernatural nature of this vision: 
   a.  Ankle-deep water can’t be knee-deep 1000 feet/yards away. 
   b.  This can happen only if it is being fed by other sources: 
 
    i.  Time in the Word. 
    ii.  Fellowship with other believers. 
    iii.  Time in prayer/worship/praise. 
    iv.  Telling your story to others. 
    b.  Demonstrating the kingdom. 
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 C.  #3 – Without a flowing river, the kingdom life is impossible and dead (v. 6-7) 
 
  1.  Isaiah 61: 1-3 (NKJV) 

     1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, 
Because the LORD has anointed Me 
To preach good tidings to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives, 
And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 
And the day of vengeance of our God; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To console those who mourn in Zion, 
To give them beauty for ashes, 
The oil of joy for mourning, 
The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they may be called trees of righteousness, 
The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.” 

 
  2.  Psalms 1: 1-3 (NKJV) 

1Blessed is the man 
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He shall be like a tree 
Planted by the rivers of water, 
That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
And whatever he does shall prosper. 

 
D.  #4 – The river is for the healing of nations (v. 8-9) 
 
E.  #5 – Fishing without a river is futile.  In other words, the most fruitful evangelism comes as 

a result of the deepest rivers (v. 47: 10) 
 
F.  #6 - Those whose lives are planted by the rivers represent the hope of the nations (v. 1-12) 


