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King Solomon’s Secret 
 

Part 1 
 

 

I.  1 Kings 3: 5-14 (NKJV) 
 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What 
shall I give you?”  6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David 
my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a 
son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant 
king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come 
in. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great 
people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your servant 
an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For 
who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”  10 The speech pleased the Lord, that 
Solomon had asked this thing. 11 Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, 
and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked 
the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
justice, 12 behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like 
you arise after you. 13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and 
honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you 
walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, 
then I will lengthen your days.” 

 
 A.  King Solomon’s Secret: Discover the Source of Wisdom, Wealth and Long Life 
 

1.  King Solomon discovered a secret, a profound secret, and he left us a 
written record of it.  Sadly, it took him a lifetime through great success and 
even greater moral failure to discover it.  It is the secret to the great 
patriarch Abraham’s faith and friendship with God as well as the 
motivational fuel to the Apostle Paul’s evangelistic and church planting 
achievements. 
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 B.  King Solomon’s Secret: 3 Goals for this Series 
 

1.  It has the power to renew a sense of awe and wonderment at the grandeur of 
God. 

2.  It will deepen a desire to walk in a way that brings God pleasure. 
3.  It will increase a yearning in us to see people around us come to the saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
II.  King Solomon: An Introduction 
 
 A.  He is the son of famed King David 
 
  1.  David killed the 9’9” giant of Gath, Goliath. 

2.  David, before climbing the heights of Israel politically, captured the hearts 
and minds of the people. 

3.  David was an honored figure. 
 
 B.  Solomon’s conception and birth 
 
  1.  David’s armies were at war with the nation of Ammon. 
  2.  David stayed home rather than go with his armies to Ammon. 
  3.  On the roof of homes at that time there are ceremonial cleansing pools. 

4.  David saw a woman named Bathsheba bathing in a cleansing pool and wanted 
her. 

  a.  Bathsheba was married to Urria, a soldier in David’s army. 
  b.  David commits adultery. 
  c.  Bathsheba became pregnant. 
5.  David had Urriah killed on the front lines. 
  a.  He marries Bathsheba. 
  b.  Their infant son dies as a result of David’s sin. 

c.  Bathsheba becomes pregnant with Solomon after she and David 
marry. 

 
 C.  Solomon’s upbringing 
 
  1.  Family infighting, power grabs, murderous plots. 
  2.  Amnon’s rape of Tamar and death by David’s son Absalom. 
  3.  Absalom killed. 
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  4.  David’s emotional despair. 
  5.  Davis was never the same again after the death of his two sons. 
 
 D.  Solomon’s Successes 
   
  1.  He showed a deep love for God at the beginning of his reign. 
  2.  He would commission great acts of public worship. 

3.  He built God a permanent temple in Jerusalem – David’s dream; it was an 
architectural marvel. 

 
 E.  Solomon’s Request (after extravagant worship) 
 
  1.  God says to Solomon, “Ask what shall I give you?” 

2.  Solomon, while asleep and most understanding and vulnerable, says, “An 
understanding heart.” 

 
 F.  Solomon’s Fame as a Result of his Request 
 
  1.  Knowledge of his wisdom spread far and wide. 

2.  He was loved by his people and his kingdom experienced great peace all 
around. 

3.  He catapulted to international acclaim. 
4.  His kingdom was known for its order and alignment, peace and excellence. 
5.  He was sought out for his counsel and nature and things pertaining to the 

cosmos. 
6.  He became a prolific writer of poetry, songs, and proverbs. 
  a.  As many as 3,000 proverbs are credited to him. 
7.  Many are recorded in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.   
8.  He became incredibly wealthy – net worth of 2 trillion dollars. 
  a.  He received 25 tons of gold each year for 39 years. 

 
 
III.  Solomon’s Source of Wealth and Fame 
 
 A.  Proverbs 3: 13-18 (NKJV) 
 

13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 
And the man who gains understanding; 
14 For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, 
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And her gain than fine gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies, 
And all the things you may desire cannot compare with her. 
16 Length of days is in her right hand, 
In her left hand riches and honor. 
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, 
And happy are all who retain her. 

 
B.  For Solomon it was clear:  Wisdom and Understanding are invaluable in kingdom 

success. 
 

1. “For wisdom is better than precious stones, and no valuable substance is of 
equal worth with it . . .”  (Proverbs 8:11 (NLT)) 

2.  “Get Wisdom!  Get Understanding!” (Proverbs 4: 5) 
3.  He doesn’t say “Get Prayer”; links us to wisdom. 
4.  He is saying prayer becomes more effective with wisdom and understanding. 
5.  The first prayer when facing challenges should be to ask for wisdom to deal 

with the challenge. 
a.  My mom’s calcium levels were very high.  She stopped taking calcium 

supplements, but her calcium levels remained high. 
b.  When praying for my mom, I changed focus a little and asked for 

wisdom . 
c.  She drinks a lot of tap water.  I was told during prayer to put a filter on 

the tap.  When I did, her calcium levels dropped. 
  6.  This is about the source from which wisdom flows. 
 
IV.  The Source of Wisdom 
 
 A.  Diamonds of the earth. 
 
  1.  Mountain of Light diamond – property of the British Crown: invaluable. 
  2.  The Cullinan Diamond – The Star of Africa: worth $400,000,000. 
 
 B.  Diamonds 
 
  1.  All are 25-75% of the earth’s total age. 
  2.  Forged under intense heat and pressure. 
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3.  As wonderful as they are, we can still live a life of meaning and value without 
them. 

  4.  But we can’t live without food or air. 
 
 C.  The Earth is more valuable than diamonds 
 
  1.  God tells us how to care for our earth so it will produce for us. 

2.  God throughout the scriptures tells us that what is destroying the earth is  
shedding of innocent blood, it is sin, robbery and theft of the poor, it is 
abusive power structures.  God tells us the earth will respond in a horrible 
way whenever these things exist. 

3.  The source of a thing is more valuable than the thing it produces. 
4.  Wisdom is valuable, but wisdom doesn’t source itself. 

 
 
V.  The Secret Revealed 
 
 A.  Proverbs 1: 1-6 (NKJV) 
   
       1The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 

2 To know wisdom and instruction, 
To perceive the words of understanding, 
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
Justice, judgment, and equity; 
4 To give prudence to the simple, 
To the young man knowledge and discretion— 
5 A wise man will hear and increase learning, 
And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, 
6 To understand a proverb and an enigma, 
The words of the wise and their riddles. 

 
  1.  Proverbs 1: 7 (NKJV) 

     7The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
     But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 

   a.  NLT:   “Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge . .” 
 

b.  AMP:  “The [reverent] fear of the Lord [that is, worshiping Him and 
regarding Him as truly awesome] is the beginning and the 
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preeminent part of knowledge [its starting point and its 
essence];” 

 
c.  The source from which wisdom flows is the fear of God.  And through 

the fear of God you learn God’s love. 
 
 
VI.  Solomon’s Demise and Uprising, again 
 
 A.  Ecclesiastes 
 
  1.  Somber and depressive tone. 
  2.  Vanity and vexation of Spirit (all of the things he had attained). 

3.  Written in his later years as he began to sober to the fact of a great moral 
downfall. 

 
 B.  What happened to Solomon 
 

1.  He married many foreign women and began to worship their gods and built 
temples for them and sacrificed to them. 

2.  Then he began to make a series of bad political decisions.  And especially 
would tear Israel in half during his son Rehoboam’s reign. 

 
 C.  The conclusion of the matter 
 
  1.  Ecclestiastes 12: 13-14 (NKJV) 
        13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 

Fear God and keep His commandments, 
For this is man’s all. 
14 For God will bring every work into judgment, 
Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil. 

 
  2.  All these words are borne out through the entire New Testament. 
 
 
VII.  Final Thoughts 
 
 A.  Don’t judge this series just from today. 
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 B.  Let’s walk this out and unpack it over the weeks to come. 
 

C.  Someone is going to say, “He’s saying the fear of God is more important than the 
love of God.” 

 
  1.  I’m not saying that. 

2.  I will prove, through the Word of God and nature, without a healthy 
reverence of the fear of God your ability to walk in the true kingdom will be 
stunted. 

  a.  Paul and Abraham understood this. 
 
 
 A Prayer:  Father God, through your precious son, Jesus, and by the aid of Your 
gracious Spirit, return to me, in its fullness, the right and proper respect for you in every area 
of my life:  my relationships, my sexuality, my words, my finances and my choices.  Let me 
know and walk in your fear, O God, and allow me to be a holy example to those around me 
while I operate in Your wisdom.   
              In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


