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May 12, 2019 
 

King Solomon’s Secret 
 

Part 2 
 

 

I.  Matthew 12:42 (NKJV) 
 

42 The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, 
for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a 
greater than Solomon is here. 
 

A.  Is the fear of the Lord a concept or topic that New Testament Christians should 
concern themselves with, and – more importantly – did Jesus have anything to say 
about it? 

 
 B.  Last Week 
 
  1.  I introduced a new series: 

a.  King Solomon’s Secret: Discover the source of Wisdom, Wealth, and 
Long Life. 

  2.  We discovered that: 
a.  King Solomon had amassed a net worth of $2 trillion.  He received 25 

tons of gold each year for 39 years. 
b.  He gained monumental acclaim and notoriety. 
c.  He was sought out , as our opening verse indicated, by the leaders and 

royals of far off nations. 
  3.  Solomon attributed his success to: 
   a.  Wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. 

b.  Wisdom and understanding given to him by God when God visited him 
as a young man and asked him to ask for whatever he desired. 

c.  Instead of asking for wealth, the head of his enemies, or for other 
things, he as for an understanding heart to be an effective leader. 

4.  But Solomon’s astounding rise to fame and fortune was undone by significant 
catastrophic moral failure. 

  a.  He began to make horrible decisions. 
  b.  Taking many wives, some of whom were political marriages. 

c.  He built for his foreign wives temples of worship to worship their idol 
gods and he worshipped with them. 
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5.  Near the end of his life, after his rise and fall, and sinking into a sullen, 
depressive state: 

  a.  He wrote the words: 
   i.   13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 

Fear God and keep His commandments, 
For this is man’s all. 
14 For God will bring every work into judgment, 
Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil.  (Ecclesiastes 12: 13,14) (NKJV) 

     
ii.  The first proverb recorded in the Bible attributed to Solomon 

states: 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  (Prov. 1:7) 
(The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom) 

 
iii.  Solomon ends with what he began with:  “The fear of the 

Lord.” 
    

b.  King Solomon’s Secret is that the source of the wisdom that gained 
him success is the fear of the Lord. 

c.  He discovered when the fear of the Lord dissipated in his life, wisdom 
and understanding went with it. 

 
 
II.  A Greater than Solomon 
 
 A.  Jesus identifies Himself as greater than Solomon 
 

1.  42 The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here. (Matt. 12: 42) 

 
2.  The whole context of this response of His is: 
  a.  Some scribes and Pharisees wanted a sign from Him. 

b.  Solomon didn’t give any signs but his wisdom. 
c.  My wisdom exceeds Solomon’s. 

 
 



                                                                         
 

©2019 Belmont Church/Belmont.org                by Paul Anthony González Page 3 of 4 

 

Sermon Notes 
by 

Paul Anthony González 
Teaching Pastor 

 B.  Isaiah 11: 1-3 (NKJV) 
 

1There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, 
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight is in the fear of the Lord, 
And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 
Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 

 
  1.  His delight is in the fear of the Lord. 

2.  Every thing mentioned:  wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, 
knowledge. 

3.  The thing mentioned twice and the thing he delights in? 
      “The Fear of the Lord.” 
4.  It is safe to suggest and assume: 

a.  Wisdom and understanding, counsel, might and knowledge would be 
marks of Jesus’ life and ministry.  Remember Him at the temple when 
He was 12 years old. 

b.  So too, the Fear of the Lord. 
 

C.  Are there things Jesus said and did that prove that the Fear of God was operational 
and functional in His life?  Can we tell if it is important to Him? 

 
  1.  What He said about it – directly – (Allusions) 
 
   a.  Luke 12: 4-5 (NLT) 
 

4 “Dear friends, don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; 
they cannot do any more to you after that. 5 But I’ll tell you whom to 
fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you and then throw you into 
hell.  Yes, he’s the one to fear. 
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#1 – The fear of men and the fear of God are not compatible.  The person who 
fears men cannot properly please God.  Compromise, moral or otherwise, 
will always follow the person who is a man-pleaser. 

 
- A man-pleaser will never stand upon Scripture to their own peril or 

detriment, even if it means God is ultimately disregarded. 
- Man-pleasers seek popularity with the world over recognition in 

heaven – fool’s gold. 
 

#2 – God is the Creator of man, and man is dependent on Him for life.  God    
gave life and He can take life, and He doesn’t need permission to do it. 

 
- Ananias and Saphira: They conspired to break a vow in giving an 

offering; they kept back part of the offering.  Both of them were 
confronted by Peter as lying to the Holy Spirit and they suddenly died.  

 
#3 – According to Jesus, Hell is real, and going there should be avoided at all 

costs.  How does one avoid it?   
 

Fear God, turn to Jesus. 

 
 

 
    
  


