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by 
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May 19, 2019 
 

King Solomon’s Secret 
 

Discover the Source of Wisdom, Wealth, and Long Life 
 

Part 3 
 

 

I.  Matthew 4: 8-11 (NKJV) 
 

8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if 
You will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

 
A.  9 Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!  Tremble before Him, all the earth  

(Psalms 96: 9 (NKJV)). 
 
B.  To fear God is an expression of worship that we give Him.  In other words, we 

worship God when we fear God. 
 
C.  King Solomon’s Secret:  Discover the source of Wisdom, Wealth, and Long Life – 

Part 3. 
 
D.  By now we’ve discovered: 
 

1.  King Solomon’s secret is that wisdom, the very wisdom he knew was the 
source of his success, flowed out from the fear of the Lord, and when the fear 
of the Lord is diminished or negated, so too, is wisdom. 

  a.  In other words, as the fear of the Lord goes, so goes wisdom. 
b.  It is possible to grow in the fear of the Lord, and with that growth, 

wisdom grows, too. 
c.  We need wisdom for all of life, Solomon wrote, and without it we will 

fall short, but more than wisdom we need the fear of God. 
d.  If wisdom is faltering in one’s life they should check up on the fear of 

God in their life. 
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2.  We also learned (from Jesus):  The fear of man and the fear of God are not 
compatible.  The person who fears man cannot properly please God.  
Compromise, moral or otherwise, will always follow the person who is a man 
pleaser. 

  a.  Fearless is the person who fears God!!! 
 
 
II.  Matthew 4: 8-11 is an odd verse to open with for a topic on the fear of God. 
 

A.  8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him   all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I 
will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 

      10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 

                 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 
 

1.  10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 

 
  2.  Nearly all Bible commentators and references if you have a reference Bible: 
       “For it is written”: 
   a.  They reference Deuteronomy 6:13 and 10:20. 
 
   b.  Deuteronomy 6:13: 

     13 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths 
in His name. 

c.  Deuteronomy 10:20: 
     20 You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him, and  to Him 

you shall hold fast, and take oaths in His name. 
   
  3.  In verse 10 of Matthew 4, Jesus does not say to fear the Lord your God; 
                  He says in Matthew 4: 10 to worship the Lord your God.   
  4.  That is different than the verses in Deuteronomy which say you shall 
       fear the Lord your God. 
  5.  There is something more that Jesus is speaking to us. 
 

B.  I built this message around a text message I received a few years ago when I was 
preaching on the topic of the fear of God. 
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  1.  It came out of my conversation with this person. 
  2.  The text message: 

“Question:  Deuteronomy 6:13 was quoted by Jesus confronting Satan in 
Matthew 4:10.  Why do you think Jesus left out fearing God but emphasized 
worshipping Him?  It seems like Jesus was more interested in the 
worshipping of our God than the fearing of Him.” 
 

3.  The reason he sent this text:  this gentleman and his wife were heavily 
focused on one specific message that was popular at that time:  the grace of 
God.  It was the only fountain they were drinking from at the time.  They were 
quite resistant to receiving new messages.  The Lord was saying something at 
that time to our congregation.  The Lord has something for every 
congregation.  Sometimes members are resistant to new messages. 

 
 
III.  3 Assumptions in his Text question: 
 
      #1 – Jesus was exclusively quoting from Deuteronomy 6:13. 
      #2 – Jesus is more interested in worship than the fear of God. 
      #3 – Jesus deliberately changed a verse to suit a different theological position than the  
               one clearly expressed throughout Scripture. 
 
 A.  I am only going to deal with #1 and #2. 
 
 B.  #1:  Jesus was exclusively quoting from Deuteronomy 6:13 
   
  1.  This can’t be true because Deuteronomy 10: 20 is exactly the same. 
  2.  But there is another verse that Jesus is actually quoting. 
  3.  The way Jesus quoted verses: 
   a.  Verse mashup style. 
   b.  There were no chapters and verses until the 15th century. 

c.  The Sermon on the Mount and Luke 4 are examples of Jesus quoting 
several verses and mashing them up into something totally new.  He 
was not doing a disservice or injustice to these verses because he is 
the living embodiment of the word of God. 

  4.  I believe that Jesus is inserting Psalms 96: 9 into Matthew 4:10: 
        9O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before Him, all the earth.” 
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a.  Notice that the verse doesn’t say worship the Lord for his beautiful 
holiness. 

  i.  It says “in the beauty of holiness.” 
ii. It is beautiful in the sign of God when His people live out their 

lives before Him in a holy manner, and God calls it worship 
when His people live holy. 

iii.  To be Holy is to be separated from one thing unto something 
else.  God separated us from the world, sin, and the devil 
through the Blood of Jesus, but we must also decide to live set 
apart lives unto God as Holy Children.  Yes, before God we are 
Holy and blameless, but He requires that reality to be lived out 
as well. 

 
  5.  2 Corinthians 7: 1 (NLT) 
 1Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from 

everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete 
holiness because we fear God. 

 
 C.  A Word about Worship 
 
  1.  2 Views of worship (primary views): 
   a.  Worship is singing (in a group or alone). 
   b.  Worship is a gathering at a location. 
  2.  3rd view, lesser used in defining Worship: 
   a.  Words of adoration and exultation.   
  3.  There isn’t anything necessarily wrong with the 3 views. 
   a.  Worship can be singing. 
    i.  Singing a worship song isn’t really worship. 
    ii. Making hamburgers today won’t make you Five Guys. 
   b.  We could certainly be worshipping when we gather together. 

i.  The mistake is that we begin to think of worship in a building 
with a certain group. 

c.  We are only worshipping when we are offering words of exultation 
and adoration. 

i.  Not if we just finished cursing our brother or railing the leaders 
God has assigned over us. 
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 D.  So what then is Worship? 
 

1.  God calls it worship when someone confesses that Jesus is Lord of all, and 
when His children reject this world and all of its deceptive pleasures. 

2.  Worshipping “the Lord in the beauty of holiness” means that God sees the 
totality of our lives as an act and expression of worship unto Him. 

  a.  An honest day’s work for an honest day’s wages - worship. 
  b.  Honoring our sacred covenant in marriage  - worship. 
  c.  Bowling, skiing, ball games, soccer, etc. – worship. 

 
 E.  #2 – Jesus is more interested in worship than the fear of God 
 

1.  This assumption is faulty even if we had said the reverse:  Jesus is more 
interested in the fear of God than He is with worship. 

2.  “Dear friends, don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they 
cannot do any more to you after that.  But I’ll tell you whom to fear.  Fear 
God, who has the power to kill you and then throw you into hell.  Yes, he’s the 
one to fear.” (Luke 12: 4-5 (NLT)) 

a.  Jesus’ way of saying: Respect and reverence God as the author and the 
giver of all life, and give Him deference, seeing that He can command 
and a soul will be damned forever. 

b.  So it is faulty to assume Jesus is more interested in worship than the 
fear of God. 

 
IV.  So, why did Jesus choose the word worship and not fear in Matthew 4: 10? 
 
 A.  Worship = Proskuneo  in Greek 
   

1.  To the people of the east to fall upon their knees and touch the ground with 
the forehead as an act of profound reverence in showing homage to a person 
of superior rank. 

2.  Satan wanted this:  “fall down and worship me.” 
  a.  Elevate me higher than you. 
  b.  Give me homage and reverence and respect. 
  c.  Make me God. 
3.  Jesus used the word worship because to fear God is the highest expression 

of worship that we can give God.  In other words, we worship God when we 
fear God. 
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 B.  English Baptist Pastor, John Gill 
 
  1.  In reference to the word change worship for fear: 
        “To fear the Lord and to worship Him, is the same thing…”   
 

 


